NATIVE American HEALTH EDUCATION FUND

The Native American Health Education Fund (NAHEF) provides financial aid to Native Americans who are pursuing careers in health related fields. Native Americans have multiple medical needs that are not being met by their communities or reservations. Native Americans experience higher rates of diabetes and its associated complications, infant mortality, and heart disease than any other population in the country. This fund was started in the hope that by providing help to Native American students pursuing careers in health related fields would benefit all Native Americans. NAHEF scholarships are awarded to students who show a desire to return to their communities and provide improvements in health care.

The fund began with a modest gift from the late Linda Hirschmann, an author, teacher and humanitarian who was especially concerned with the needs of indigenous peoples. Dr. Jacqueline C. Harris, a Duke University emeritus physician and professor, along with other friends of Linda, decided that establishing a scholarship fund for Native Americans planning careers in health related areas would be an appropriate use of Linda’s bequest.

The NAHEF awarded its first scholarship in 1990. To date, over 106 scholarships have been awarded to students pursuing careers in medicine, nursing, dietetics and nutrition, medical technology, physical therapy, pharmacy, social work, medical research (biochemistry) and other applicable fields.

The fund is administered through a board of directors, which strives to include at least one Native American and one medical professional as members. The board works to help meet the increasing need for trained health care professionals in Native American communities.

NAHEF is a member of the Triangle Community Foundation. All donations are fully tax-deductible. For further information or donations contact:

Native Health Education Fund

1701 Pleasant Green Road

Durham, NC 27705

                                                 (919) 383-1038 phone or fax

                                          NAHEFSCHOLARSHIP@aol.com

